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	Title: Canadian Hospital Emergency Rooms & Mental Health: Investigating Solutions to Better Support Emergency Room Staff in Providing Walk-In Psychiatric Care
General Comments from Reviewer: - The manuscript addresses a critical gap in Canadian emergency healthcare specifically, the challenges general hospital ER staff face in managing psychiatric patients. It provides a well-organized review of the literature, supported by real-world observations and data, and proposes a practical solution in the form of a mental health tool-kit.
· The subject is highly relevant due to increasing mental health concerns post-pandemic and ongoing strain on Canada's healthcare system.
· The Annexed tool-kit is extensive and can be a valuable real-time aid for ER professionals. Covers multiple sources including CAMH, CIHI, and peer-reviewed articles, lending credibility to the analysis.
· The proposal of a GH ER tool-kit is timely and valuable, but it needs more clarity on implementation. Details such as who will use it, how it will be integrated into ER workflows, and what outcomes it aims to achieve should be included to make the concept more practical and actionable.
· While the manuscript identifies some challenges in ER mental health care, it would benefit from a deeper exploration of systemic issues. Topics like underfunding, lack of interdepartmental coordination, and stigma could be discussed to provide a broader context for the tool-kit’s necessity.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The manuscript mixes short- and long-term solutions without distinction. Separating low-cost, immediate strategies like the tool-kit from more resource heavy proposals like mini psychiatric units would help readers understand what’s feasible now versus in the future.
· The discussion section would benefit from a more critical synthesis of findings. Rather than repeating earlier points, it should reflect on the feasibility of proposed interventions and suggest directions for future research, such as piloting the tool-kit in select hospitals.
The article can be published after major revision.



